HIST 181-001:  United States History 2 -- America Since 1865

Southwestern Illinois College, Summer 2010
Class:  June 7 – July 28, 2010 

Meets: M/W, 12:15 – 3:05 pm
 Room: LA 2124
Instructor:  Van Allen Plexico
 
Office:  RBC 91; BC-LA TBA 

Contact: 618-282-6682  ex 8123
E-mail: van.plexico@swic.edu



Office hours:  RBC:  Tues 3-4 pm   
BC-MC: M/W 11:15-12:15 or by appointment
Text:  Conlin, Joseph R. The American Past, Vol. 2. Current Ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson, 2009(?).

Attendance and exams:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Makeup exams are allowed only for excused absences (documented emergencies).  Arrangements can also be made for an early exam if students inform me well in advance that they will miss a test.  If students do not inform me in advance of an absence, and have no documentation afterward, they will not be allowed to make up an exam.

Late papers:  In the case of excused, documented emergency absences, papers will be accepted within 24 hours after the due date.  Other late papers will be accepted up until the following class meeting, via e-mail (Word), with the reduction of one letter grade. You must still turn a paper copy in to me as soon as possible. If you know beforehand that you will not be present on the day the paper is due, you should turn it in early.  Papers are not accepted at all once class has met again after the due date.  The paper grade becomes a zero.

Plagiarism and the Web: Suspicious papers are checked for plagiarism via the Web. See the college’s rules regarding plagiarism, and don’t do it! Copying something (without properly using quotation marks and citation) from the Web is no different from copying it from a book, and often easier to catch.

Class notes: Having all the notes and outlines for this course (in addition to completing the required reading), in preparation for the exams, is the responsibility of each student, not of the instructor. I cannot provide any notes to you outside of the class meetings, so please do not ask. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility either to make arrangements with another student beforehand, or to get them from someone when you return. A big part of the course is discussion and commentary that happens while I'm outlining the notes on the board, and I keep no specific records of this myself.  

Classroom etiquette:  Please turn off your electronic devices (other than recorders or devices used for note-taking) during class.  Text messaging and other activities with your cell phone are specifically prohibited.  If you have to engage in electronic communications, please step out of the classroom, conduct your business, and then return.  You may use a computer during class for note-taking, but any other use is prohibited.  All of these activities, as well as talking or whispering during class, are distracting to your fellow students, who have paid good money to be here, and also to the teacher.  They may result in your being asked politely to leave the classroom until your business is completed.  Repeat incidents may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  Please be on time for class, and limit your walking in and out of the classroom to emergencies only.  

Never be afraid to speak up during class, and ask questions (by raising your hand until called upon).  Take the opportunity to consider how you are speaking as well as what you are saying.

If you encounter a problem in the class, please let me know, and we will work to resolve it.  

Note that the Student Success Center provides programs to help students perform well in classes, and the Special Services Center (222-5368) is available to help students who have special needs.

Your grades:  We will always go over exams immediately after they are finished, so that you will know your grade on them immediately.  Your graded writing assignment will be returned as soon as it has been graded.  Therefore, if you wish to know your overall grade at any point in the semester, you should have the information on hand to calculate it yourself, using the points system below.  You should not have to email me just to ask for a grade.  

Withdrawals: If you are no longer coming to class, do not rely on me to withdraw you, to avoid a failing grade.  It is your responsibility to fill out the proper paperwork with the Registrar’s office.
Extra credit:  There will be no extra credit work offered beyond the writing assignment options listed below, so please do not ask.

Course Requirements: 


Points 

1.  Exam 1 




100

2.  Exam 2




250

3.  Exam 3




100

4.  Writing Assignment



250

5.  Final Exam




300

Total:  




1000

This course is divided into four segments, each ending with an exam.  Please bring a pencil to class on the day of the scheduled exam.  Each exam will cover lecture material, discussion and readings from the previous segment of the course.

Course Description:  “The course begins with the Reconstruction period, and includes the transformation of America from an agrarian to urban civilization with emphasis on politics, business, finance, labor and society. Among the topics covered are the end of Isolation, the Populist and Progressive movements, World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the emergence of the Civil Rights Movement, the Sixties, and National Politics: 1968-present.”  --from the College’s official catalog description
Class Schedule
Monday, June 7
Introduction of the professor and the course.  Course overview, including a review of the syllabus and requirements.  

Lecture and discussion:  The Post-Civil War Era:  An Overview.  Reconstruction.

Reading:  Pgs. 408-423

Wed, June 9
Lecture and discussion:  Reconstruction.  The Growth and Transformation of the US, part 1.

Reading:  Pgs. 424-440; 442-459

Monday, June 14
Lecture and discussion:  The Growth and Transformation of the US, part 2.

Reading:  Pgs. 461-473; 475-490

Wed, June 16
EXAM 1  (100 points)

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  The Era of Discontent and Reform.  Agrarians and Populists.

Reading:  Pgs. 506-536

Mon, June 21
Lecture and discussion:  The Progressive Era.  Teddy Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson.

Reading:  Pgs. 542; 544-555; 574-601

Wed, June 23
Lecture and discussion:  World War I.

Reading:  Pgs. 602-634

Mon, June 28
Lecture and discussion:  The Roaring Twenties.  FDR and the New Deal.

Reading:  Pgs. 646-693

Wed, June 30
EXAM 2  (250 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the first exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.  Afterward we will move on to Lecture and discussion:  World War II in Europe.  World War II in Asia and the Pacific.  The Cold War Begins.

Reading:  Pgs. 695-745

Mon, July 5
INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY (Observed) – CAMPUS CLOSED!
Wed, July 7
PAPERS DUE  (250 points)
Lecture and discussion:  The Korean War.  Life in America, 1945-1960.

Reading:  Pgs. 737-740; 742-745; 747-761

Mon, July 12
Lecture and discussion:  John F. Kennedy.  The Civil Rights Movement and MLK.

Reading:  Pgs. 763-780

Wed, July 14
EXAM 3  (100 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the second exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  The Vietnam War.  The Space Program.

Reading:  Pgs. 782-798

Mon, July 19
Lecture and discussion:  The 1960s and 1970s in Politics and Society.

Reading:  Pgs. 800-816

Wed, July 21
Lecture and discussion:  The 1980s.

Reading:  Pgs. 818-832

Friday, July 23
Last day to withdraw from class!

Mon, July 26
Lecture and discussion:  From 1990 to the Present.

Reading:  Pgs. 834-852

Conclusions.  Discussion and review.  Questions about the Final Exam.

July 28-29: 

Final Exams  (exact date and time to be announced)
+++++

Writing Assignment

BOOK option:
Read one of the following books, concentrating mainly on two or three chapters in particular, and write a 5 to 7 page paper in which you address the following questions.   The paper should include at least two or three quotes from the book, properly cited, along with a Sources Consulted page.

· Briefly describe the overall subject or topic the author is addressing.

· What were the main points the author tried to convey in the chapters you focused on?  In other words, what argument is he or she trying to make?

· What sort of evidence, examples, or references does the author use to support his or her point?  (I recommend you include some key, brief quotations from the book; cite them using end notes or footnotes.)

· What were two or three things you learned from the reading?  Did you find anything that challenged your previous assumptions or knowledge of this topic?

· How would you describe and/or rate the writing style of the author?

Books to choose from:

Why Nations Go to War, by John Stoessinger (choose a chapter involving a US war)

Theodore Rex, by Edmund Morris

Vietnam: A History, by Stanley Karnow

The Cold War: A History, by Martin Walker

Master of the Senate: The Years of Lyndon Johnson, by Robert Caro (or either of the other Caro books on LBJ)

The Politics of Rage, by Dan T. Carter  (bio of George Wallace and a look at the segregation era in the south)

First in His Class, by David Maraniss  or  The Natural, by Joe Klein  (bios of Bill Clinton and his era)

The Work of Nations, by Robert B. Reich  (I suggest chapter 17)

Nixon and Kissinger: Partners in Power, by Robert Dallek

Hail to the Chief: The Making and Unmaking of American Presidents, by Robert Dallek

Fast Food Nation, by Eric Schlosser  (Note: the chapters you focus on should be the ones that are more history-related.)

Note:  You may also suggest a book to be used. 

Our campus library has a growing number of books that would qualify for this assignment, as well.

Explore beyond just this reading, for any background material one might need to more fully understand the issues involved—and cite this additional material in your text.  Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief quotes from the material.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  You cannot use the course’s textbook or Wikipedia as an official source.  For citations, use the style manual the College recommends; alternately, you may use Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. 

If you wish to try for Extra Credit in this course, your option is to write a longer paper using one of the above books (or another book or topic chosen in consultation with me).  This option will require an additional 2-3 pages and one additional source, and will be worth 1-10 extra points on the paper grade percentage (or 1-25 extra points on the raw paper grade).
Please note on the title page of your paper if you are seeking extra credit.
MOVIE option:
Instead of the book option above, you may choose to view one of the following films (available from video stores, libraries, or they can be ordered online) and write a 6-8 page paper in which you address the following questions:

· Briefly describe the overall subject or topic.

· How much did you know about the subject of the film before watching it?

· What historical period did the film cover?

· Did the film seem to be taking a particular side or arguing for or against anyone or anything?

· If so, in what ways did it try to make this case?   

· Describe some scenes from the film that seem to be trying to persuade the viewer one way or the other.

· Did you find anything in the film that challenged your previous knowledge or assumptions of the subject?

· What is your overall evaluation of the film, both in terms of “history” and as a “movie?”

Movies to choose from:

· “Truman”  (bio film with Gary Sinise)

· “Path to War”   (Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam)

· “Nixon”  (Oliver Stone’s bio film)

· “The Fog of War”  (Based on interviews with Robert McNamara, the architect of US military involvement in Vietnam.)

· “George Wallace”  (TNT film about the segregationist governor, with Gary Sinise and Angelina Jolie.)

· “JFK” (Oliver Stone’s film about the John F. Kennedy assassination.)  (Note—this film is controversial, and the paper should discuss what is considered true and what is considered to be speculation or was simply made up by Stone, to the best that you can determine).

· “X” (Spike Lee’s film about the life of Malcolm X)

Note:  You may also suggest a movie. 
Explore beyond just the movie, for any background material one might need to more fully understand the issues involved—and cite this additional material in your paper.  You must use at least one written source.

Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief quotes from the material.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  You cannot use the course’s textbook or Wikipedia as an official source.  For citations, use the style manual the College recommends; alternately, you may use Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. 
Evaluation of Papers:

Papers will be evaluated based on the following formula:

Clarity/Grammar/Sentence Structure/Spelling


20

Followed the assignment




20

Use of outside resources; explored beyond the articles

20

Included “Sources” page and foot/endnotes


10

Turned in on time





10

Overall quality evaluation




20

Total:






100 x 2.5 = 250 points

Note that exceptionally poor grammar/spelling will cut into the “Overall quality evaluation” grade, as well.  Proofread your papers, and don’t wait until the last moment to hurriedly write them.

