POLS 280-080:  Political Theory
Southwestern Illinois College, Spring 2011
Class:  January 18 – May 10, 2011 
Meets:  Tues./Thurs 11 a.m.
Room 161
Instructor:  Van Allen Plexico
 
Office:  RBC 203;  BC-LA 2031     

Contact: 618-282-6682  ex 8123
E-mail: van.plexico@swic.edu



Office hours:  RBC: Mon 12:15-1:05 pm; Wed 12:15-1:05 pm; Fri 9-10 a.m.  

BC-LA: Tues & Wed. 3-4 pm.  Or by appointment.
Text:  Sargent, Lyman Tower.  Contemporary Political Ideologies, 13th Ed.  Bellmont, CA: Thomson, 2006.
Attendance and exams:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Makeup exams are allowed only for excused absences (documented emergencies).  Arrangements can also be made for an early exam if students inform me well in advance that they will miss a test.  If students do not inform me in advance of an absence, and have no documentation afterward, they will not be allowed to make up an exam.

Late papers:  In the case of excused, documented emergency absences, papers will be accepted within 24 hours after the due date.  Other late papers will be accepted up until the following class meeting, via e-mail (Word), with the reduction of one letter grade. You must still turn a paper copy in to me as soon as possible. If you know beforehand that you will not be present on the day the paper is due, you should turn it in early.  Papers are not accepted at all once class has met again after the due date.  The paper grade becomes a zero.  Please retain a copy of your paper (either on paper or electronically) after you have turned a copy in to me, so that you can provide me with another copy later, if that becomes necessary.  If I ask for a replacement copy later and you cannot provide one, you will have to write the paper over again.
Plagiarism and the Web: Suspicious papers are checked for plagiarism via the Web. See the college’s rules regarding plagiarism, and don’t do it! Copying something (without properly using quotation marks and citation) from the Web is no different from copying it from a book, and often easier to catch.  The paper must be your original work!  Do not copy and paste any text into your paper, other than very brief passages in quotation marks, using proper citation (footnotes/endnotes/parenthetical notes) indicating the source.  DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE IN YOUR PAPERS!
Class notes: Having all the notes and outlines for this course (in addition to completing the required reading), in preparation for the exams, is the responsibility of each student, not of the instructor. I cannot provide any notes to you outside of the class meetings, so please do not ask. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility either to make arrangements with another student beforehand, or to get them from someone when you return. A big part of the course is discussion and commentary that happens while I'm outlining the notes on the board, and I keep no specific records of this myself.  

Classroom etiquette:  Please turn off your electronic devices (other than recorders or devices used for note-taking) during class.  This particularly applies to devices such as iPhones / SmartPhones—repeated violation of this can result in your being withdrawn from the course.  You may use a computer during class for note-taking, but any other use is prohibited.  This, as well as talking or whispering during class, is distracting to your fellow students, who have paid good money to be here, and also to the teacher.  This may result in your being asked politely to leave the classroom until your business is completed.  Repeat incidents may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  Please be on time for class, and limit your walking in and out of the classroom to emergencies only.  

Never be afraid to speak up during class, and ask questions (by raising your hand until called upon).

If you encounter a problem in the class, please let me know, and we will work to resolve it.  

Note that the Student Success Center provides programs to help students perform well in classes, and the Special Services Center (222-5368) is available to help students who have special needs.

Your grades:  We will always go over exams immediately after they are finished, so that you will know your grade on them immediately.  Your graded writing assignment will be returned as soon as it has been graded.  Therefore, if you wish to know your overall grade at any point in the semester, you should have the information on hand to calculate it yourself, using the points system below.  
Extra credit:  The only extra credit offered will relate to the writing assignment.

There will be no other extra credit work offered beyond this, so please do not ask.

Course Requirements: 


Points 

1.  Exam 1 




100
2.  Exam 2




200
3.  Exam 3




100

4.  Writing Assignment



200

5.  Discussion and participation


100
6.  Final Exam




300

Total:  




1000
This course is divided into four segments, each ending with an exam.  Please bring a pencil to class on the day of the scheduled exam.  Each exam will cover lecture material, discussion and readings from the previous segment of the course.

Course Description:  “Study of selected political philosophers from the ancient world through the modern. Major ideologies will also be examined.”
Additional Resources:

Political Theorists catalogued on Yahoo:

http://dir.yahoo.com/Social_Science/Political_Science/Political_Theory/Theorists/

Class Schedule
Tues., Jan. 18
Introduction of the professor and the course.  Course overview, including a review of the syllabus and requirements.
Thursday, Jan. 20 
Substitute.  Discussion:  What is politics?  Or related.
Tues, Jan. 25 
Lecture and discussion:  What is Power?  And  The State.

Thurs., Jan. 27
Lecture and discussion:  Ideologies: What are they and why study them?

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 1.

Two questions we will now consider:

1. How can people agree on a common course of action when they have different views and preferences?

2. How can people be persuaded to cooperate (for the common good) rather than fight?

Tues, Feb. 1
Lecture and discussion:  Plato.  Thucydides.

Thurs., Feb. 3
EXAM 1  (100 points)
Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.  Followed by:
Lecture and discussion:  Aristotle.  
Tues, Feb. 8 and Thurs., Feb. 10
Lecture and discussion:  Machiavelli.  Hobbes.  Locke.
Tues, Feb. 15 and Thurs., Feb. 17
Lecture and discussion:  Rousseau.  The Federalist Papers.  Alexis de Tocqueville.  
Tues, Feb. 22 

Lecture and discussion:  Karl Marx.  
Following the look at Karl Marx, we will draw some conclusions about the two questions we have been considering.  Then we will turn to the spectrum of political ideologies:

Thurs., Feb. 24
Lecture and discussion:  Nationalism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 2.

Tues, March 1 and Thurs., March 3
Lecture and discussion:  Democracy.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 3.
Tues, March 8
Lecture and discussion:  Capitalism and Socialism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 4.
Thurs., March 10
EXAM 2  (200 points).

This exam will include only material covered after the first exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

MARCH 14 – 18

SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

Tues, March 22 
Lecture and discussion: Capitalism and Socialism (cont’d).

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 4.
Thurs, March 24
Lecture and discussion:  Conservatives and Liberals.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 5.

Tues, March 29
Lecture and discussion:  Conservatives and Liberals (cont’d).

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 5.

Thurs., March 31
PAPERS DUE (200 points)
PRESENTATIONS  (roughly 5 minutes each)
Lecture and discussion: Contemporary politics.  (time permitting)
Tues, April 5
Lecture and discussion: Contemporary politics.  

Thurs., April 7
Lecture and discussion:  Feminism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 6.

Tues, April 12 

EXAM 3  (100 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the second exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

TBA; Video.

Thurs., April 14
Lecture and discussion:  Marxism.  Communism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 7.

Tues, April 19 
Lecture and discussion:  Marxism and Communism (cont’d).

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 7.

Thurs., April 21
Lecture and discussion:  Anarchism and Libertarianism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 8.

Tues, April 26 

Lecture and discussion:  Fascism and the Nazis.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 9.

Thurs., April 28
Lecture and discussion:  Fascism and the Nazis (cont’d).

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 9.

Tues, May 3
Lecture and discussion:  Political Islam and Liberation Theology.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 10-11.

 [Wed., May 4:  Last day to withdraw from class!]
Thurs, May 5
Lecture and discussion:  Environmentalism.

Readings:  Sargent, ch. 12.

Tues., May 10
Conclusions.  Discussion and review.  Questions about the Final Exam.

Thursday, May 12
Final Exam   11:30 a.m. – 1:20 p.m.
+++++
Writing Assignment: 

Each student will select or will be assigned one chapter from a book to be announced.
You will write a five- to eight-page paper, double-spaced, in essay form (introduction, body, and conclusion, plus sources page and citations listed), in which you evaluate the chapter.

Here are some things to think about as you write about the chapter:

What are the main topics the chapter focuses on?  What are the authors saying about these topics?  What is their main point?  What evidence do they use to make their case?  Does it make sense to you?  Do you agree with their argument—are they persuasive or convincing?  Why or why not?  How do you see the topic or topics?
You should use at least one additional “outside source” along with your assigned chapter.  Use these additional sources to provide further information on the topic itself, the book, the authors, the methodology, and so forth.  Outside sources can include books, journal articles, reputable Web entries, reputable video features, and the like—check with the instructor if you have any doubts or questions about each source.  Using more than one additional source will probably help your grade.  The better the source and the better way you use it, the better your grade will probably be. 
Remember to include a few brief quotes from the material you use and to cite these references in the body of your paper (including page numbers!), as well as including all sources used on your “Sources Consulted page” at the end.  Use the style manual the College recommends. 
NOTE that on the day papers are due, you will give a brief presentation on what you learned from the chapter and from your additional research, as well as your evaluation of the material (what you thought about it, etc.).   This will count toward (or against) your participation grade.
Evaluation of Papers:

Papers will be evaluated based on the following formula:

Clarity/Grammar/Sentence Structure/Spelling


20

Followed the assignment




20

Use of outside resources




10

Included “Sources” page and foot/endnotes


10

Turned in on time





10

Overall quality evaluation




30

Total:






100 x 2.5 = 250 points

Note that exceptionally poor grammar/spelling will cut into the “Overall quality evaluation” grade, as well.  Proofread your papers, and don’t wait until the last moment to hurriedly write them.
