HIST 286-005:  History of Religion
Southwestern Illinois College, Spring 2011
Class:  January 19 – May 11, 2011
Meets: Wed.  4 – 6:50 pm.
Room 2122
Instructor:  Van Allen Plexico
 
Office:  RBC 203;  BC-LA 2031     

Contact: 618-282-6682  ex 8123
E-mail: van.plexico@swic.edu



Office hours:  RBC: Mon. 12:15-1:45 p.m.; Fri 9-11 a.m.  BC-LA: Wed. 2:30-4 pm.  Or by appointment.
Course Description:  “A survey of the history of the world’s religions with an emphasis upon each faith’s origins, important leaders, mythology and doctrine, organizational development and influence upon society.  Primal religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are among the religions examined.  The approach of the course is open and unbiased, promoting the intellectual study of religion.”
Course Objectives:  This course is designed to help the student to:

1. Analyze how religious systems originate and develop through history.

2. Examine the impact of various religions on the course of history.

3. Investigate the basic belief systems of various world religions.

4. Provide an understanding of similarities and dissimilarities among religious systems.

5. Examine how religious differences can create tensions and conflict among peoples.

6. Consider the impact of religion on various cultures and societies throughout history.

7. Understand religious terminology.

Text:  Hopfe, Lewis M., and Mark R. Woodward.  Religions of the World, 11th Ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2009.
Attendance and exams:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Makeup exams are allowed only for excused absences (documented emergencies).  Arrangements can also be made for an early exam if students inform me well in advance that they will miss a test.  If students do not inform me in advance of an absence, and have no documentation afterward, they will not be allowed to make up an exam.

Late papers:  In the case of excused, documented emergency absences, papers will be accepted within 24 hours after the due date.  Other late papers will be accepted up until the following class meeting, via e-mail (Word), with the reduction of one letter grade. You must still turn a paper copy in to me as soon as possible. If you know beforehand that you will not be present on the day the paper is due, you should turn it in early.  Papers are not accepted at all once class has met again after the due date.  The paper grade becomes a zero.  Please retain a copy of your paper (either on paper or electronically) after you have turned a copy in to me, so that you can provide me with another copy later, if that becomes necessary.  If I ask for a replacement copy later and you cannot provide one, you will have to write the paper over again.
Plagiarism and the Web: Suspicious papers are checked for plagiarism via the Web. See the college’s rules regarding plagiarism, and don’t do it! Copying something (without properly using quotation marks and citation) from the Web is no different from copying it from a book, and often easier to catch.  The paper must be your original work!  Do not copy and paste any text into your paper, other than very brief passages in quotation marks, using proper citation (footnotes/endnotes/parenthetical notes) indicating the source.  DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE IN YOUR PAPERS!
Class notes: Having all the notes and outlines for this course (in addition to completing the required reading), in preparation for the exams, is the responsibility of each student, not of the instructor. I cannot provide any notes to you outside of the class meetings, so please do not ask. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility either to make arrangements with another student beforehand, or to get them from someone when you return. A big part of the course is discussion and commentary that happens while I'm outlining the notes on the board, and I keep no specific records of this myself.  
Classroom etiquette:  Please turn off your electronic devices (other than recorders or devices used for note-taking) during class.  This particularly applies to devices such as iPhones / SmartPhones—repeated violation of this can result in your being withdrawn from the course.  You may use a computer during class for note-taking, but any other use is prohibited.  This, as well as talking or whispering during class, is distracting to your fellow students, who have paid good money to be here, and also to the teacher.  This may result in your being asked politely to leave the classroom until your business is completed.  Repeat incidents may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  Please be on time for class, and limit your walking in and out of the classroom to emergencies only.  

Never be afraid to speak up during class, and ask questions (by raising your hand until called upon).

If you encounter a problem in the class, please let me know, and we will work to resolve it.  

Note that the Student Success Center provides programs to help students perform well in classes, and the Special Services Center (222-5368) is available to help students who have special needs.

Your grades:  We will always go over exams immediately after they are finished, so that you will know your grade on them immediately.  Your graded writing assignment will be returned as soon as it has been graded.  Therefore, if you wish to know your overall grade at any point in the semester, you should have the information on hand to calculate it yourself, using the points system below.  
Extra credit:  The only extra credit offered will relate to the writing assignment.

There will be no other extra credit work offered beyond this, so please do not ask.

Course Requirements: 


Points 

1.  Exam 1 




100
2.  Exam 2




250
3.  Exam 3




100

4.  Writing Assignment



250
5.  Final Exam




300

Total:  




1000
This course is divided into four segments, each ending with an exam.  Please bring a pencil to class on the day of the scheduled exam.  Each exam will cover lecture material, discussion and readings from the previous segment of the course.

Class Schedule
Wed., January 19
Introduction of the professor and the course.  Course overview, including a review of the syllabus and requirements.

Reading:  Introduction, pp. 1-12.

Lecture and discussion:  Characteristics of Basic Religions.  Common features.  Animism.

Reading:  pp. 13-28.

Wed., January 26
Lecture and discussion:  Native American Religions.

Readings for this week:  pp. 29-45.

Wed., Feb. 2
Lecture and discussion:  African Religions, Native and Non-Native

Readings for this week:  pp. 46-70.

Wed., Feb. 9
EXAM 1  (100 points)

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

Followed by:  Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 1:  Hinduism.

Readings for this week:  pp. 71-107.

Wed., Feb. 16
Lecture and discussion:  Hinduism (continued).

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 2:  Jainism.

Readings for this week:  pp. 116-123.

Wed., Feb. 23
Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 2:  Jainism.

Readings for this week:  pp. 116-123.

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 3:  Buddhism.

Readings for this week:  pp. 127-148. 

Wed., March 2
Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 3:  Buddhism.

Readings for this week:  pp. 127-148. 

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in India, Pt. 4:  Sikhism.

Readings:  pp. 156-163.

Wed., March 9
EXAM 2  (200 points).

This exam will include only material covered after the first exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

Lecture and discussion:  Other religions not covered thus far (or in the book):  Scientology; Rastafarianism; etc.  Video and discussion.

Wed., March 16—NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK WEEK!
Wed., March 23
PAPERS DUE  (250 points)
Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in China and Japan, Pt. 1: Chinese Religions.

Readings:  pp. 168-194.

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in China and Japan, Pt. 2:  Shinto.

Readings:  pp. 203-216.

Wed., March 30
Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in the Middle East, Pt. 1:  Zoroastrianism.

Readings:  220-236.

We may also begin the section on Judaism, time permitting.

Wed., April 6
EXAM 3  (100 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the second exam (but not Judaism).

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in the Middle East, Pt. 2: Judaism.

Readings:  pp. 241-273.

Wed., April 13
Lecture and discussion:  Judaism (continued).  Video.

Wed., April 20
Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in the Middle East, Pt. 3:  Christianity.

Readings:  pp. 280-321.

Wed., April 27
Lecture and discussion:  Christianity (continued).  Video.

Wed., May 4
Last day to drop the course!

Lecture and discussion:  Religions Originating in the Middle East, Pt. 4:  Islam.

Readings:  333-361.

Wed., May 11
Lecture and discussion:  Islam (continued).  Video.

Conclusions.  Discussion and review.  Questions about the Final Exam.

Final Exam is Wed., May 18    4 – 6 pm.

+++++

Writing Assignment: 

Your writing assignment topic will be individually selected by you in consultation with the instructor.  You may discuss it with me before or after class, or come by during my office hours.

The paper will focus on a specific religious-related subject, book, article, (documentary) film, interview with an individual, or a religious site visit.  In any case, the topic must specifically deal with religion or some aspect thereof.

If you wish to use a journal article, book or video, our campus library has some books and videos on religious subjects and religious history, and the main Belleville library has more.  Or you may suggest your own.

Possibilities include:

Harris, Sam.  Letter to a Christian Nation.

Sach, Jacky.  Essential Buddhism.

Dawkins, Richard.  The God Delusion.

Sagan, Carl.  The Demon Haunted World.

Dennett, Daniel.  Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon.

Hitchens, Christopher.  God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything
Other options include taking one of the following suggested topics (or coming up with one yourself) and researching it, using two or three magazine/journal articles and comparing their findings.  

Some examples of topics:

Changes in Americans’ views of religion and faith.  See in particular the US News & World Report article at  http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/religion/2009/05/06/many-americans-are-saying-goodbye-to-religion-but-not-faith.html
Compare with, for example:

http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/religion/2009/03/13/leaving-religion-behind-a-portrait-of-nonreligious-america.html
Prayer in Public Schools.  See in particular this article at the Religious Tolerance site:

http://www.religioustolerance.org/ps_pray.htm
Then find additional sources to compare with this.
Religion in China.  See in particular the Council on Foreign Relations article at  http://www.cfr.org/publication/16272/

Then find additional sources to compare with this.
Religion and the US Government and Hiring Employees.  See for example:

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/05/us/05beliefs.html
Then find additional sources to compare with this.
Once you have settled on a topic, you will write a five- to eight-page paper, in essay form (introduction, body, and conclusion, plus sources page and citations listed), in which you evaluate the information you have learned and its impact upon you.  The topic must be one significant enough that you can produce this amount of analysis and discussion of it.

During consultation with the instructor, we will work out the major points you should note and the main questions you should seek to answer in your paper.

At minimum, your paper should discuss the following points:

· What was the topic you chose?

· How did you research it?  (What book did you read, or what video did you watch, or what site did you visit?)

· Explain at least three to five major things you learned in the process of your research.  Give specific examples and details (and quotations, if possible).

· What did you learn that challenged your pre-existing notions and ideas about the subject?
Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief, direct quotes from your source.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends.

To be considered for extra credit:

1.  You must mark “Extra Credit Paper” on the title page of your paper.  
2.  The paper must be stapled or otherwise bound together, not loose.  
3.  The paper must be at least seven pages long.
4.  You must use at least one source in addition to the main book.  You cannot use your textbook as a source unless otherwise specifically noted.

5.  All sources must be cited properly, and there must be a Sources Consulted page.

Remember, following these instructions does not automatically guarantee your paper will receive extra credit; this merely makes it eligible, provided it is of sufficient quality to earn extra credit.
Evaluation of Papers:

Papers will be evaluated based on the following formula:

Clarity/Grammar/Sentence Structure/Spelling


20

Followed the assignment




20

Included “Sources” page and foot/endnotes


10

Turned in on time





10

Overall quality evaluation




40

Total:






100 x 2.5 = 250 points

Note that exceptionally poor grammar/spelling will cut into the “Overall quality evaluation” grade, as well.  Proofread your papers, and don’t wait until the last moment to hurriedly write them.
