HIST 180-003:  United States History I -- America to 1865

Southwestern Illinois College, Spring 2011
Class:  Jan. 18 – May 10, 2011 

Meets: Tuesdays, 4 p.m. – 6:50 p.m.

Room: 2122
Instructor:  Van Allen Plexico
 
Office:  RBC 203; BC-LA 2031     

Contact: 618-282-6682  ex 8123
E-mail: van.plexico@swic.edu



Office hours:  RBC: Mon 12:15-1:05 pm; Wed 12:15-1:05 pm; Fri 9-10 a.m.  

BC-LA: Tues & Wed. 3-4 pm.  Or by appointment.
Text:  Conlin, Joseph R.  The American Past, Vol. 1.  Ninth Ed.  Belmont, CA:  Thomson, 2009.
Attendance and exams:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Makeup exams are allowed only for excused absences (documented emergencies).  Arrangements can also be made for an early exam if students inform me well in advance that they will miss a test.  If students do not inform me in advance of an absence, and have no documentation afterward, they will not be allowed to make up an exam.

Late papers:  In the case of excused, documented emergency absences, papers will be accepted within 24 hours after the due date.  Other late papers will be accepted up until the following class meeting, via e-mail (Word), with the reduction of one letter grade. You must still turn a paper copy in to me as soon as possible. If you know beforehand that you will not be present on the day the paper is due, you should turn it in early.  Papers are not accepted at all once class has met again after the due date.  The paper grade becomes a zero.  Please retain a copy of your paper (either on paper or electronically) after you have turned a copy in to me, so that you can provide me with another copy later, if that becomes necessary.  If I ask for a replacement copy later and you cannot provide one, you will have to write the paper over again.
Plagiarism and the Web: Suspicious papers are checked for plagiarism via the Web. See the college’s rules regarding plagiarism, and don’t do it! Copying something (without properly using quotation marks and citation) from the Web is no different from copying it from a book, and often easier to catch.  The paper must be your original work!  Do not copy and paste any text into your paper, other than very brief passages in quotation marks, using proper citation (footnotes/endnotes/parenthetical notes) indicating the source.  DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE IN YOUR PAPERS!
Class notes: Having all the notes and outlines for this course (in addition to completing the required reading), in preparation for the exams, is the responsibility of each student, not of the instructor. I cannot provide any notes to you outside of the class meetings, so please do not ask. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility either to make arrangements with another student beforehand, or to get them from someone when you return. A big part of the course is discussion and commentary that happens while I'm outlining the notes on the board, and I keep no specific records of this myself.  
Classroom etiquette:  Please turn off your electronic devices (other than recorders or devices used for note-taking) during class.  This particularly applies to devices such as iPhones / SmartPhones—repeated violation of this can result in your being withdrawn from the course.  You may use a computer during class for note-taking, but any other use is prohibited.  This, as well as talking or whispering during class, is distracting to your fellow students, who have paid good money to be here, and also to the teacher.  This may result in your being asked politely to leave the classroom until your business is completed.  Repeat incidents may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  Please be on time for class, and limit your walking in and out of the classroom to emergencies only.  

Never be afraid to speak up during class, and ask questions (by raising your hand until called upon).

If you encounter a problem in the class, please let me know, and we will work to resolve it.  

Note that the Student Success Center provides programs to help students perform well in classes, and the Special Services Center (222-5368) is available to help students who have special needs.

Your grades:  We will always go over exams immediately after they are finished, so that you will know your grade on them immediately.  Your graded writing assignment will be returned as soon as it has been graded.  Therefore, if you wish to know your overall grade at any point in the semester, you should have the information on hand to calculate it yourself, using the points system below.  
Extra credit:  The only extra credit offered will relate to the writing assignment.

There will be no other extra credit work offered beyond this, so please do not ask.

Course Requirements: 


Points 

1.  Exam 1 




100
2.  Exam 2




250
3.  Exam 3




100

4.  Writing Assignment



250
5.  Final Exam




300

Total:  




1000
This course is divided into four segments, each ending with an exam.  Please bring a pencil to class on the day of the scheduled exam.  Each exam will cover lecture material, discussion and readings from the previous segment of the course.

Course Description:  “The development of the American civilization starting with the European background and ending with the Civil War.  Includes the Age of Discovery; the period of colonization of the Spanish, French, Dutch and English; the American Revolution; the early years of the Republic; the development of the Constitution; the War of 1812; the growth of nationalism and manifest destiny; and the Civil War.”  --From the SWIC Course Book
Class Schedule
Tues, Jan 18
Introduction of the professor and the course.  Course overview, including a review of the syllabus and requirements.  
Lecture and discussion:  Pre-Columbian America.
Reading:  Pgs. 1-7.  
Note especially “Mesoamerican Civilization,” “Cultural Cul-de-sac,” and the Aztec readings.  How did the idea of “conservatism” figure into the downfall of some of these civilizations?
Tues., Jan 25
Lecture and discussion:  Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings:  Columbus, the Conquistadores, and the New World.
Reading:  Pgs. 8-18
What were the Europeans who came to the New World looking for?  Did they find it?

Lecture and discussion:  The British Colonies; New England and the Pilgrims.  
Readings:  Pgs. 20-36, 38-45
What drove the Puritans to climb aboard cramped, leaky ships and make the equivalent of a trip to the Moon?

Tues., Feb. 1
Lecture and discussion:  France and Spain in America (along with the Germans, Irish, and others).  Colonial Society in America.
Readings:  Pgs. 55-69
What differences already appeared between “Southerners” and “Northerners?”

Lecture and discussion:  The Great Awakening.  The French and Indian War.
Readings:  Pgs. 102-108
What was so different about this clash between Britain and France, compared with those before it?

Tues., Feb. 8
EXAM 1  (100 points)

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  The Road to Revolution.
Readings:  Pgs. 110-123.
What did the American colonists want, precisely, in terms of their voice in British government?

Lecture and discussion:  The Logical Processes Leading to Revolution.
Readings:  125-140
Who did the Colonists blame for their troubles, at least at first?  How were they persuaded otherwise?

Tues., Feb.  15
Lecture and discussion:  The Forge of Nationhood.
Readings:  Pgs. 141-148
What were the major problems faced by the American forces and their leaders in the early stages of the War?  How did they respond to them?

Lecture and discussion:  Democracy, “Republicanism,” and War. The World Turned Upside Down.
Readings:  Pgs. 148-156
What was it about George Washington that made both his contemporaries and those looking back later consider him “great?”  What were the “bats,” as described by Francis Hopkinson?

Tues., Feb. 22
Lecture and discussion:  The Radicalism of the American Revolution.
Readings:  Pgs. 157-168
Was the American Revolution “radical,” or just a tax revolt?

Lecture and discussion:  Launching the New Republic.
Readings:  Pgs. 169-175
What did the Founders think about basic human nature?  How did that figure into the Constitution?

Tues., March 1
Lecture and discussion:  Building New Governments.  The First Presidency.
Readings:  Pgs. 176-186
How did Washington approach the presidency, and how did he treat the office?

Lecture and discussion:  Federalists, Republicans, Aliens and Sedition.

Readings:  Pgs. 187-192

What did John Adams’s contemporaries think of him (and of his wife)?

Tues., March 8
EXAM 2  (250 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the first exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

Lecture and discussion:  The Revolution of 1800.  Slavery and Freedom.

Readings:  Pgs. 194-198
What does the textbook mean when it notes that Thomas Jefferson was once described as a “fragmentarian?”

March 14 – 18:   NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

Tues, March 22
PAPERS DUE  (250 points)
Lecture and discussion:  Jeffersonian America.

Readings:  Pgs. 198-204
How would you evaluate Jefferson’s presidency, overall?  Is he overrated or underrated?  

Lecture and discussion:  The War of 1812.
Readings:  Pgs. 204-211
Why did America fight another war with Britain, so soon after the first?  What was going on in the world that should bring this about?

Tues., March 29
Lecture and discussion:  A Nation Awakening.
Readings:  Pgs. 229-240
What made the United States so particularly well-suited for industrial and economic success?

Lecture and discussion:  The “Era of Good Feelings” and the Missouri Compromise.
Readings:  Pgs. 241-247
What was the Missouri Compromise all about, and how effective was it?

Tues, April 5
Lecture and discussion:  The Age of Jackson

Readings:  Pgs. 248-280
How did Andrew Jackson approach the presidency, and how did he change it?

Lecture and discussion:  Railroads, Cities, Women, and Life in General in the 19th Century. 

Readings:  Pgs. 222-228

Did everyone agree that the building of modern infrastructure such as the Erie Canal was a blessing?  

Tues., April 12
EXAM 3  (100 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the second exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  Slavery: The Peculiar Institution.
Readings:  Pgs. 313-326
How did Americans justify slavery?  What was life like for the slaves?

Lecture and discussion:  Polk and the Mexican War.

Readings:  Pgs. 328-341

Who notably fought together on the US side in this war?  Was it a “just” war?  Why didn’t the US annex Mexico as a new state or states?

Tues., April 19
Lecture and discussion:  The Compromises.  “Bleeding Kansas,” Dred Scott, and John Brown.  Lincoln v. Douglas, round 1.

Readings:  Pgs. 356-366

Who were Dred Scott and John Brown?  Why did Kansas “bleed?”

Tues., April 26
Lecture and discussion:  The Election of 1860.  Views of the North and the South.  Fort Sumter.  Motivations of each side.  Advantages and disadvantages.

Readings:  Pgs. 366-372

Lecture and discussion:  The Civil War, part 1:  Battles in the East and West.

Readings:  Pgs. 373-386

Tues., May 3
Lecture and discussion:  The Civil War, part 2:  The Emancipation Proclamation.  Gettysburg and Vicksburg.  The March to the Sea.  Surrender.

Readings:  Pgs. 388-402

Wed., May 4:  Last day to withdraw from class!

Tues., May 10
Lecture and discussion:  The Civil War: Conclusion and aftermath.  Lincoln’s assassination.  Andrew Johnson’s impeachment.  Video: TBA
Readings:  Pgs. 402-406, 408-411, 416-417 (Impeachment trial)
Conclusions.  Discussion and review.  Questions about the Final Exam.
Tues., May 17
Final Exam  4 p.m.
+++++

Writing Assignment: 

OPTION 1: 

Watch at least two episodes of the PBS “CIVIL WAR” series on video.  (Our library and the Belleville library both have copies.)  DO NOT CHOOSE THE FIRST EPISODE.  Write a five-to-seven-page paper, in the form of an essay (introduction, body, and conclusion) in which you evaluate what you have seen.  Address questions such as: 
· What were the main subjects or topics of each episode (beyond “the Civil War” itself)?

· Roughly, what years did it address?

· Who were some of the main individuals it discussed?  Be specific.

· What did you learn from your reading (see below*) or in class that either supported or disagreed with parts of the videos?

· Describe fully a few things you learned from each video that you perhaps did not know before, or did not fully understand before, that you found interesting.

· Give your own evaluation of the videos’ main subjects.  Was there anything in the videos that contradicted your existing knowledge or beliefs?

Explore beyond just the video, researching any background material one might need to more fully understand the issues involved—and cite this additional material in your text.  *You MUST use at least one additional source, and it cannot be your textbook or Wikipedia.

Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining (the video and anything else you use). Include at least a few brief quotes from the material.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends; alternately, you may use Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. 

OPTION 2: 

Read at least the introduction, chapter 13 (“Equality”) and chapter 15 (“The Assault on Aristocracy”), from The Radicalism of the American Revolution, by Gordon S. Wood.  

Write a five-to-seven-page paper, in the form of an essay (introduction, body, and conclusion) that addresses the following: 
•         Do most Americans believe the American Revolution was “radical?” 

•         Does Wood believe the American Revolution was “radical?” 

•         In what ways does he claim it was or was not radical? 

•         What evidence or justifications does he offer? 

•         What does Wood say about “equality?” 

•         How did the title of “citizen” affect society in America? 

•         What became of aristocracy in America?  
•         How were those who made claims to such status treated?

•         What else in this reading did you find to be noteworthy or surprising to you?

Explore beyond just this reading, for any background material one might need to more fully understand the issues involved—and cite this additional material in your text.  Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief quotes from the material.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends; alternately, you may use Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. 

OPTION 3: 
You will write a historiographical research paper comparing views of a significant historical event by two different authors.  You will read two accounts of your selected topic from books, journals, or other valid sources, and write a paper (between seven and nine pages long) comparing and contrasting the ways in which the two authors see and portray the event.

The best strategy is to choose a controversial event, find two authors who disagree on the subject, and then simply explain how they disagree, and, if possible, why they might disagree about it.  
You can find clues outside of the texts themselves.  Ask yourself such questions as, “Were these written at the same time?  Might a later writer have had access to more up-to-date information?  What personal biases might be suggested in biographical information about the authors, if it is provided?”  
The event must be from the period covered in our class.  I may place one or two possible sets of documents on reserve in the library for this purpose, or you can find your own.  All topics must be approved by the instructor.  
Explore beyond just this reading, for any background material one might need to more fully understand the issues involved—and cite this additional material in your text.  Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief quotes from the material.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends.
Particularly well-written papers using Option 3 are eligible for up to 25 extra points added to the 250 points for this paper, on our 1000-pt scale (which equals a possible extra 10% on the paper, or 2.5% added to your overall course grade).  

Your topic must be well-chosen, and the paper must be well-executed, in order to qualify for the extra points.  Poorly-written papers or papers with a weak topic or argument will probably not earn an “A,” much less allow for extra points added to the grade.  Feel free to discuss your ideas with the instructor prior to settling on your sources.

To be considered for extra credit:

1.  You must mark “Extra Credit Paper” on the title page of your paper.  
2.  The paper must be stapled or otherwise bound together, not loose.  
3.  The paper must be at least seven pages long.
4.  The paper must use Option 2.

5.  You must use at least one source in addition to the Goodwin book.

6.  All sources must be cited properly, and there must be a Sources Consulted page.

Remember, following these instructions does not automatically guarantee your paper will receive extra credit; this merely makes it eligible, provided it is of sufficient quality to earn extra credit.
Evaluation of Papers:

Papers will be evaluated based on the following formula:

Clarity/Grammar/Sentence Structure/Spelling


20

Followed the assignment




20

Use of outside resources; explored beyond the articles

20

Included “Sources” page and foot/endnotes


10

Turned in on time





10

Overall quality evaluation




20

Total:






100 x 2.5 = 250 points

Note that exceptionally poor grammar/spelling will cut into the “Overall quality evaluation” grade, as well.  Proofread your papers, and don’t wait until the last moment to hurriedly write them.
