HIST 115-080:  Middle East History

Southwestern Illinois College, Spring 2011
Class:  January 19 – May 11, 2011 
Meets: M/W 9:30 p.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Room: 148
Instructor:  Van Allen Plexico
 
Office:  RBC 91;  BC 2062     

Contact: 618-282-6682  ex 8123
E-mail: van.plexico@swic.edu
Office hours:  RBC: Mon 12:15-1:05 pm; Wed 12:15-1:05 pm; Fri 9-10 a.m.  

BC-LA: Tues & Wed. 3-4 pm.  Or by appointment.
Text:  Goldschmidt, Arthur, Jr., and Lawrence Davidson.  A Concise History of the Middle East, Ninth Ed.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2009.

Attendance and exams:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Makeup exams are allowed only for excused absences (documented emergencies).  Arrangements can also be made for an early exam if students inform me well in advance that they will miss a test.  If students do not inform me in advance of an absence, and have no documentation afterward, they will not be allowed to make up an exam.

This course will center on the Goldschmidt textbook.  Students are expected to have read the relevant material prior to each class meeting and be prepared to participate in discussion.

Late papers:  In the case of excused, documented emergency absences, papers will be accepted within 24 hours after the due date.  Other late papers will be accepted up until the following class meeting, via e-mail (Word), with the reduction of one letter grade. You must still turn a paper copy in to me as soon as possible. If you know beforehand that you will not be present on the day the paper is due, you should turn it in early.  Papers are not accepted at all once class has met again after the due date.  The paper grade becomes a zero.  Please retain a copy of your paper (either on paper or electronically) after you have turned a copy in to me, so that you can provide me with another copy later, if that becomes necessary.  If I ask for a replacement copy later and you cannot provide one, you will have to write the paper over again.
Plagiarism and the Web: Suspicious papers are checked for plagiarism via the Web. See the college’s rules regarding plagiarism, and don’t do it! Copying something (without properly using quotation marks and citation) from the Web is no different from copying it from a book, and often easier to catch.  The paper must be your original work!  Do not copy and paste any text into your paper, other than very brief passages in quotation marks, using proper citation (footnotes/endnotes/parenthetical notes) indicating the source.  DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE IN YOUR PAPERS!
Class notes: Having all the notes and outlines for this course (in addition to completing the required reading), in preparation for the exams, is the responsibility of each student, not of the instructor. I cannot provide any notes to you outside of the class meetings, so please do not ask. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility either to make arrangements with another student beforehand, or to get them from someone when you return. A big part of the course is discussion and commentary that happens while I'm outlining the notes on the board, and I keep no specific records of this myself.  
Classroom etiquette:  Please turn off your electronic devices (other than recorders or devices used for note-taking) during class.  This particularly applies to devices such as iPhones / SmartPhones—repeated violation of this can result in your being withdrawn from the course.  You may use a computer during class for note-taking, but any other use is prohibited.  This, as well as talking or whispering during class, is distracting to your fellow students, who have paid good money to be here, and also to the teacher.  This may result in your being asked politely to leave the classroom until your business is completed.  Repeat incidents may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  Please be on time for class, and limit your walking in and out of the classroom to emergencies only.  

Never be afraid to speak up during class, and ask questions (by raising your hand until called upon).

If you encounter a problem in the class, please let me know, and we will work to resolve it.  

Note that the Student Success Center provides programs to help students perform well in classes, and the Special Services Center (222-5368) is available to help students who have special needs.

Your grades:  We will always go over exams immediately after they are finished, so that you will know your grade on them immediately.  Your graded writing assignment will be returned as soon as it has been graded.  Therefore, if you wish to know your overall grade at any point in the semester, you should have the information on hand to calculate it yourself, using the points system below.  
Extra credit:  The only extra credit offered will relate to the writing assignment.

There will be no other extra credit work offered beyond this, so please do not ask.

Course Requirements: 


Points 

1.  Exam 1 




100
2.  Exam 2




250
3.  Exam 3




100

4.  Writing Assignment



250
5.  Final Exam




300

Total:  




1000
This course is divided into four segments, each ending with an exam.  Please bring a pencil to class on the day of the scheduled exam.  Each exam will cover lecture material, discussion and readings from the previous segment of the course.

Course Description:  “An introduction to the area and nations which comprise the Middle East. The historical, political, and religious evolution of the Middle East will be reviewed, along with the development and current status of regional and national problems which confront the area. Completion of this course fulfills the Third World culture requirement for graduation from Southwestern.”
Writing Assignment: 

OPTION 1:  Select a modern Middle Eastern country or “people” from TIME: THE MIDDLE EAST (available in our library).  This can include:  The Saudis, the Egyptians, the Israelis, the Palestinians, the Lebanese, the Syrians, the Jordanians, the Iraqis, the Iranians, the Kurds, the Turks, the Afghans, or one of the Gulf States (which include six separate small countries).

In addition to the TIME book, find at least one more source of information on your country or people.  This source CANNOT be your textbook or Wikipedia.

Write a five- to seven-page paper, double spaced, in essay form (introduction, body, and conclusion, plus sources page and citations listed) in which you discuss three to five significant or interesting things you learned about the country during your reading and research.  Include mention of the population, current head of state, any important historical notes about the country or people, and any wars or other conflicts in which your country is currently involved.

The TIME book includes a good bit of additional information about Middle East history that might help in fleshing out your paper, in the sections following the “Peoples.”

Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief, direct quotes from your sources.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends.
OPTION 2:  Read three chapters from Lords of the Horizons by Jason Goodwin (available in our library or from bookstores or Amazon.com).  

In addition to this book, find at least one more source of information on the Ottoman Empire.  This source CANNOT be your textbook or Wikipedia.

Write a six-to eight-page paper, in essay form (introduction, body, and conclusion, plus sources page and citations listed), in which you address some of the following questions (as well as any other points or arguments you wish to make):

· Which chapters did you read?

· What were the main time periods and/or individuals discussed in each of those chapters?

· What is the author’s thesis or main argument in each chapter? 

· What examples does the author give to back up his points?  Which of his anecdotal stories did you find most interesting or effective?

· Does the author seem to be more positive or negative about the subject matter of each chapter?

· Did you find the author’s reasoning to be persuasive?

· Did you find anything in your additional research that contradicted the author?

· How would you evaluate the literary style and readability of the book?

Include a “Sources Consulted” page citing the works you are examining. Include at least a few brief, direct quotes from your sources.  Cite via footnotes or endnotes all material you use directly from your sources.  Use the style manual the College recommends.
Well-written papers using OPTION 2 will be eligible to receive up to 10% Extra Credit (or 25 additional points on the 250 point scale below).  

To be considered for extra credit:

1.  You must mark “Extra Credit Paper” on the title page of your paper.  
2.  The paper must be stapled or otherwise bound together, not loose.  
3.  The paper must be at least seven pages long.
4.  The paper must use Option 2.

5.  You must use at least one source in addition to the Goodwin book.

6.  All sources must be cited properly, and there must be a Sources Consulted page.

Remember, following these instructions does not automatically guarantee your paper will receive extra credit; this merely makes it eligible, provided it is of sufficient quality to earn extra credit.
Evaluation of Papers:

Papers will be evaluated based on the following formula:

Clarity/Grammar/Sentence Structure/Spelling


20

Followed the assignment




20

Included “Sources” page and foot/endnotes


10

Turned in on time





10

Overall quality evaluation




40

Total:






100 x 2.5 = 250 points

Note that exceptionally poor grammar/spelling will cut into the “Overall quality evaluation” grade, as well.  Proofread your papers, and don’t wait until the last moment to hurriedly write them.
Class Schedule
Wednesday, January 19
Introduction of the professor and the course.  Course overview, including a review of the syllabus and requirements.  

Monday, Jan. 24
Lecture and discussion:  A look at the physical/geographic setting of the Middle East.

Reading:  Ch. 1, pgs. 1-13

What aspects of the land and features of the Middle East have contributed to its unique history?

Wed., Jan 26
Lecture and discussion:  The Middle East before Muhammad.  

Readings:  Ch. 2, pgs. 15-27

What was the Middle East like before the coming of Muhammad and Islam?  Where should we begin?  Who are the Arab peoples, and who else was strongly involved in the early days of the region?

Monday, Jan. 31
Lecture and discussion:  “The Prophet of Mecca”:  Muhammad.

Readings:  Ch. 3, pgs. 29-42

Who was Muhammad and how did he found one of the world’s great religions?

Wed., Feb. 2
NO CLASS – Faculty Meeting

Monday, February 7
Lecture and discussion:  What is Islam?

Readings:  Ch. 4, pgs. 43-51

What are the basic beliefs of the religion, its duties and prohibitions?  

Wed., Feb. 9
EXAM 1  (100 points)

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

Lecture and discussion:  The Middle East to this point; video; TBA.

Monday, Feb. 14
Lecture and discussion:  The Early Arab Conquests.

Readings:  Ch. 5, pgs. 53-69

Islamic succession, government, and early military actions.

Wed., Feb. 16
Lecture and discussion:  The High Caliphate.

Readings:  Ch. 6, pgs. 71-85

What were some of the accomplishments of the two great caliphal dynasties?

Monday, Feb. 21
Lecture and discussion:  Shi’is and Turks, Crusaders and Mongols

Readings:  Ch. 7, pgs. 87-105

What happened in the Middle East during the Tenth-Thirteenth Centuries that shaped the modern face of the region?  Who were the Turks?  What happened during the Crusades?  Who were the Mongols and what did they do?

Wed., Feb. 23
Lecture and discussion:  Islamic Civilization.

Readings:  Ch. 8, pgs. 107-127

Islamic law, society, intellectual life, art, and theology.

Monday, Feb. 28
Lecture and discussion:  Firearms, Slaves, and Empires.

Readings:  Ch. 9, pgs. 129-156

How did the Middle East recover from Mongol invasions to reach new heights of success and prosperity?  What did gunpowder have to do with it?

Wed., March 2

Lecture and discussion:  European Interests and Imperialism.

Readings:  Ch. 10, pgs. 157-167

The rise of European power in relation to the Middle East.

Mon., March 7
EXAM 2  (250 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the first exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

Wed., March 9
Lecture and discussion:  Westernizing Reform in the Nineteenth Century.

Readings:  Ch. 11, pgs. 169-184

How did the Middle East reform and change in response to the rise of Western power?

March 14 - 18 

SPRING BREAK—no classes

Monday, March 21
Lecture and discussion:  The Rise of Nationalism.

Readings:  Ch. 12, pgs. 185-202

The inevitable coming of Arab nationalism.

Wed., March 23
Lecture and discussion:  The Roots of Arab Bitterness.

Readings:  Ch. 13, pgs. 203-221

What happened to cause strong feelings of bitterness and resentment among Middle Eastern peoples during the Twentieth Century?  

Mon., March 28

Lecture and discussion:  Modernizing Rulers in the Independent States.

Readings:  Ch. 14, pgs. 223-249

The rise of modern Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.

Wed., March 30
PAPERS DUE  (250 points)
Lecture and discussion:  Egypt’s Struggle for Independence.

Readings:  Ch. 15, pgs. 251-267

The British, revolutions, coups, and “a strange ending.”

Mon., April 4
Lecture and discussion:  The Contest for Palestine.

Readings:  Ch. 16, pgs. 269-290

Origins of the Arab-Israeli dispute, the role of Britain and the US, and the creation of Israel.

Wed., April 6
Lecture and discussion:  Israel’s Rebirth and the Rise of Arab Nationalism, Part 1

Readings:  Ch. 17, pgs. 291-306

Israel’s War for Independence, the War’s aftermath, and the Arab countries.

Mon., April 11
EXAM 3  (100 points)

This exam will include only material covered after the second exam.

Please bring a #2 pencil for the multiple-choice portion of this exam.

This exam should take no more than 30 minutes; we will then move on to:

The Middle East to this point; video; TBA.

Wed., April 13
Lecture and discussion:  Israel’s Rebirth and the Rise of Arab Nationalism, Part 2

Readings:  Ch. 17, pgs. 306-327

Israel’s early years, Middle Eastern oil, and the Great Powers.

Mon., April 18
Lecture and discussion:  Israel’s Rebirth and the Rise of Arab Nationalism, Part 3

Readings:  Ch. 17, pgs. 306-327

Israel’s early years, Middle Eastern oil, and the Great Powers.

Wed., April 20
Lecture and discussion:  The Arab-Israeli Wars, Part 1

Readings:  Ch. 18, pgs. 329-349

The “Six-Day War” of 1967 and political changes afterward.

Mon., April 25
Lecture and discussion:  The Arab-Israeli Wars, Part 2

Readings:  Ch. 18, pgs. 349-365

The “October War” (“Yom Kippur War”) of 1973; Lebanon; Camp David.

Wed., April 27
Lecture and discussion:  The Iranian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq War. 

Readings:  Ch. 19, pgs. 370-383

The Iranian Revolution and the Hostage Crisis.

Mon., May 2
Lecture and discussion:  The Gulf War and the Peace Process

Readings:  Ch. 20, pgs. 397-418

“Operation Desert Storm” and related issues.

Wed, May 4
Lecture and discussion:  The Middle East to this point. 

Video; TBA.

Last day to withdraw from class!

Mon, May 9

Lecture and discussion:  The War on Terrorism, Part 1

Readings:  Ch. 21, pgs. 419-432

The 9/11 events in a historical context.

Wed, May 11
Lecture and discussion:  The War on Terrorism, Part 2

Readings:  Ch. 21, pgs. 432-448

The Iraq War, and continued conflict in Palestine.

Conclusions.  Discussion and review.  Questions about the Final Exam.

Final Exam
Wed., May 18

9:30 – 11:20 a.m.
